
During the last Rotary year ROMAC New Zealand cared
for 16 children from the Pacific Islands and around the
wider Pacific rim; 11 children came from Vanuatu, two
from Timor Leste and one each from Philippines, Fiji,
Nauru and Indonesia.

Almost all of our children and their parents were
looked after in Ronald McDonald House in Auckland to
whom we remain grateful for their continued generosity
and superb care of our ROMAC families during the often
stressful weeks they both await and recover from
major surgery.

This year for the first time,
ROMAC NZ organised a training
programme involving six nurses and
one doctor from Vanuatu. See
‘Matching and Global Grants’
opposite.

Linda, top photo ‘before’
and below ‘after’ with mum,
was born on Tanna island in Vanua-
tu with a very large encephalocele
[brain hernia]. Her Mum Talia held a scarf
across Linda’s face to hide the deformity which
was surgically excised by our neurosurgeon,
Dr Peter Heppner at Starship Hospital.

Although Linda’s eyesight could not
be fully restored, she will continue to live
a normal life with no impairment of her
intelligence.

Vicky, bottom photo,
sustained 55% burns to her
buttocks and legs in an horrific
fire in Fiji in which her Mum
died. Vicki was transferred by air
ambulance to the National burns unit
at Middlemore Hospital in Auckland
where she was placed in an induced coma
for several weeks during which she was in
theatre 16 times, of which eight were for grafting
of her extensive and deep burns!

After 3 months in Middlemore, she
was transferred, again by air ambulance,
back to Lautoka hospital to be near
her family.

I contacted Vicki’s brother
Gavindi after she had returned for a
while and he tells me that she
continues to progress really well.
Vicki can walk a few steps now with-
out crutches, and will return to school
in the new year, walking unaided.

Saky, photo next page, top,
arrived from Vanuatu with his Dad Benjamin

unable to walk even a few steps as he was blue, breathless
and in severe heart failure!

He had a very unusual congenital heart problem
and required several weeks of medical treatment before
he was well enough for surgery, which proved quite a
challenge to our cardiac surgical team led by Dr Kirsten
Funicane. Within a very few days Saky was running
around the wards and he and his dad returned to Vanuatu
to meet Saky’s new baby sister.

Loren, photos next page ‘before’ and ‘after’,
lives with her Mum and Dad who are subsistence

farmers in a very remote island in the Philippines,
several kilometres from the dirt road leading to

their nearest town. She also had an
encephalocele with the brain tissue

herniating into her face displacing her
nose and eyes!

Our surgical team of Dr
Peter Heppner, Dr Glenn Bartlett,
Dr Jonathen Wheeler and Dr Zac
Moaveni donated  their time and

wholly transformed this little girl’s
life.

Loren returned to school and
for  the very first time she has several

new friends and was also crowned school
Princess at their recent little pageant.

Robert, photos next page
’before’ and ’after’, was born on

the island of Tanna in Vanuatu,
with two club feet.

His village has no power
and the only water is a central
village tank. The nearest town
and school are an hour’s walk
away, a very painful journey for

Robert walking on the sides of his
feet.

ROMAC brought Robert to
Hamilton, New Zealand with his father

Ialulu and they were  hosted by Rotarian
Michele Rees-Williams, a member of the

Waikato Sunrise Rotary Club, with
support from other club members.

Robert attended Melville
Primary School while undergoing
his lengthy treatment at the
Orthopaedic Clinic of Waikato
Hospital. The surgeon and
hospital staff who treated Robert

provided their services free of
charge and his special splints were

also provided free.
Sincere thanks to these health

professionals, - Di Williams, Richard
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Willoughby and Colin Storey.
A number of clubs in District

9930 contributed to the support for
Robert, and in July 2014 he
returned home, walking in a pair of
shoes and very proud of himself.

Dr Eric Horne

New Zealand’s Matching and
Global Grants
The Rotary year 2013-2014 saw the
completion of Matching Grant
77738, the start of Global Grant
1415177, and the preparation of
Global Grant applications for the
coming year.

Matching Grant 77738 was
the first time Rotary Foundation
had awarded a matching grant to
ROMAC. This grant was to fund
cardiac surgery for two children from
Vanuatu suffering from Rheumatic
Heart Disease and to provide training
for four health care personnel from
Vanuatu in preventing and treating
Acute Rheumatic Fever.

The two children were
Victor Mete and Cable Abel.

V i c t o r w a s t r e a t e d
successfully and went home
during the year

Cable arrived
May 2013 but he
s o i l l t h a t
surgery was not poss
until the end of J
and his recupera
took  until  the end
August. He was lo
after by the Rotary
of Devonport
returned home with
grandfather  on Au
25th 2013.

The photogr
(next page) shows C
with his grandfathe
Auckland airport wa
goo db y e to t
ROMAC friends.

The other maj r
part of this matchi  g
grant was the traini g
of health professionals
f r o m V a n u a t .

Training is important to
achieving the “sustainability”
requirement of Rotary Foundation
grants, without which it is not
possible to win such a grant.

During the first two
weeks of September 2013,
ROMAC brought five regis-
tered nurses and one doctor
to Auckland for Rheumatic
Fever Education as part of
Rotary Matching Grant 77738.

A major aim of the training
programme was to empower these
health professionals to create self-
sustainability by giving them
knowledge and skills to solve
problems in their own country and
the tools of trade for their work

with a focus on improving cardiac
health in their community.
The final report for this Matching

Grant was prepared and accepted in
April 2014, having laid the ground for

the following Global Grant applica-
tion to the Rotary Foundation.

Towards the end of 2013 an
appeal was made to Rotary clubs in
District 9910 to support a Global
Grant application for ROMAC.

22 Clubs responded and contributed
between them US$23,167.

The clubs were Bay Of
Is lands, B i rk enhead ,
Browns Bay, Dargaville,
East Coast Bays, Henderson,
Kaikohe, Kaitaia, Kerikeri,
Milford, New Lynn, Norfolk

sland, Northcote/Glenfield,
orth Harbour, Takapuna,
Waipapa, Waitakere, Wark-
worth , West ern Springs ,
Whangarei, Whangarei City and
Whangarei South.

District 9910 contributed a
urther US$24,000 to this grant
pplication and thanks to the
xcellent efforts of PDG Lindsay
ord, PDG Geoff Dainty, and
OMAC NZ envoy Youngshin

Watkins, two Rotary Districts in
orea became partners with
OMAC.

Korean District 3730
ontributed US$50,000 and Korean



Cab e w th h s grandfather
death or c o n t r i

from two US$105,000 to the new

District 3720 contributed
US$45,000. Rotary Foun-
dation matched the Club
sums at 50% and the
District sums at 100%,
making  a total Global
Grant of US$272,751. This
grant application was
submitted in January 2014
and approved on June 24th

2014.
It is the largest

Global Grant approved
by Rotary International
during the year.

It will provide eight
disadvantaged children
f r o m V a n u a t u w i t h
l i f e - s a v in g a n d l i f e
enhancing cardiac surgery
at Starship Hospital in
Auckland New Zealand.

The aim is to prevent
physical disability resulting

l i i

diagnosed early, so
avoiding the need for
surgery.

G e n e t i c h e a r t
disorders can be diagnosed
at birth and treated early
to avoid serious problems.
The first of the children to
be  treated as part of  this
grant arrived in Auckland
during September 2014,
a n d t h e t r a i n i n g
programme will take place
in early 2015.

There is considerable
e x c i t e m e n t a m o n g s t
ROMAC supporters to
continue with further
Global Grants during the
coming year.

T h r e e R o t a r y
districts in Korea have

b u t e d b e t w e e n t h e m
grant applications, namely

main causes - congenital heart deformities from birth
and Rheumatic Heart Disease caused by Acute Rheu-
matic Fever.

This grant will also provide training for
health professionals from the areas where these
children live in Vanuatu, to assist in diagnosing
and treating similar cases in their community at
an early stage.

Rheumatic Heart Disease can be prevented
if the adults in a community know what to look
for, and it can be treated with antibiotics if it is

D3730, D3720, and D3620. And three Rotary districts
in New Zealand have contributed between them
US$38,000, namely D9910, D9920 and D9930.

We hope that more Districts in New Zealand will
contribute, and a contribution from Districts in Australia
would be more than welcome.

Angela Bowey

*************************************************************************************************
Like you, ROMAC believes a child’s life is priceless. Hundreds of children would not have survived
without the life-saving surgery provided by ROMAC. Others would have endured a painful and unhappy
life. ROMAC continually needs to find the money to pay for their surgery in New Zealand. Can you help?
Could you give up something each month – lunch with a friend, a bottle of wine, maybe – and give the
money to ROMAC? Remember, ROMAC has no staff, no vehicles, no buildings.
We make the maximum use of every dollar that you donate.
ROMAC’s Kiwibank account for monthly donations is:

A/c # 38-9011-0011312-02 - “ROMAC NZ Charitable Trust”.
Yes! I would love to save a child’s life and become a Friend of ROMAC.

My name

Email Address

Rotary Club

I wish to set up a monthly automatic payment through my bank for $

OR I enclose a cheque for $

Please email this information to angelabowey@xtra.co.nz or post to: ROMAC NZ Treasurer,
8a Lifford Place, Mt. Roskill, Auckland 1041, New Zealand.


